
Digitally connecting young 
farmers with farm business 

information 



Presentation overview

Agriculture Services Young Farmer Project

Traditional workshop approach

Goal: Collaborate to share information

Solution: extensionAUSTM

Community of Practice, Website, Facebook Group

Results

Further information and questions



Agriculture Services Young Farmer Project outcomes

Victorian young farmers will have increased farm 
business management skills.

Key industry and community groups will 
collaborate to share targeted information about 
programs, events and learning opportunities for 

young farmers.



Used traditional 
workshop approach 

to increase farm 
business 

management skills 



Goal
• Key industry and community groups will 

collaborate to share targeted 
information about programs, events and 
learning opportunities for young 
farmers.



Using a Community of Practice (CoP) approach, extensionAUS brings together 
public and private sector experts in a topic area to provide reliable, research-based 
information to the agricultural sector; rapidly and in response to seasonal 
conditions.



Young Farmer Business Network Community of Practice members

● Jennifer Zappia, Young Farmer Council
● Sarah Thompson, Young Dairy Network and Young 

Farmer Council
● Melanie Addinsall, Agriculture Victoria
● Linda Thompson, Victorian Young Farmers
● Kate Rogers, Victorian Farmers Federation
● Tim Bateman, ORM



Young Farmer Business Network website

extensionaus.com.au/youngfarmerbusinessnetwork



Facebook Group

• 700 members
• New Facebook live event
• Search ‘Young Farmer 

Business Network’ to join



eLearning module



Results



Results

“This  innovative approach has been well 
received by young farmers, a lot of young 
people use social media on a daily basis, and I 
like that the YFBN facebook group brings 
together useful and up-to-date agricultural 
information, making it easily accessible to all 
young farmers.”  
Lib Paton, North East Victorian Young Farmer 
and YFBN Facebook group member



Further 
information and 

questions

For more information about the Agriculture Services 
Young Farmer Project contact:
Sarah Wallis, Agriculture Victoria, 0419 571 208 or 
email Sarah.Wallis@agriculture.vic.gov.au

For more information about extensionAUSTM, contact: 
Gavin Beever, Relationship Manager, 0438 234 886, 
gavin@cumbre.com.au, www.extensionaus.com.au

Acknowledge the Agriculture Services Young Farmer 
project team, the community of practice and of course 
the young farmers that are the future of agriculture.

mailto:Sarah.Wallis@agriculture.vic.gov.au
mailto:gavin@cumbre.com.au
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