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Yes! We are all rational!
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Decision making
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Cognitive bias
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Intuition and the strongest bias of all

Coherence and truth
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Anderson, C. A., et al. (1980). 
"Perseverance of social theories: The 
role of explanation in the persistence of 
discredited information." Journal of 
Personality and Social Psychology 
39(6): 1037-1049.
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Framing
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Critical thinking
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Thinking is the method of 
intelligent learning.

John Dewey
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• Analytical thinking
• Difficult thinking
• Expertise
• Separate from critical thinkers

What critical thinking is not
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Critical thinkers make the 
quality of their thinking an object 
of study.

What critical thinkers do
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Collaborative

Creative

Judgemental

Contextualisable

Meaningful

Empathetic

Reflective

analytical

rule-based

teleological

Computer “thinking” Human thinking

?
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Reason is a social 
competence.
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Public reasoning requires 
communities of critical thinkers.

There is no ‘view from nowhere’
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• Socially extended cognition
• Others are sought out to test the quality of our own thinking
• Correction through collaboration is seen as progress
• The rational norms we make socially act as checks on our 

individual biases
• Critical thinkers give and demand reasons

Critical thinkers seek opportunities to think collaboratively

25



CRICOS code 00025B 26



CRICOS code 00025B

CRICOS PROVIDER NO. 00025B
CRICOS PROVIDER NO. 00025B

Peter Ellerton

University of Queensland Critical Thinking 
Project

peter.ellerton@uq.edu.au

https://critical-thinking.project.uq.edu.au/

Solid Pathways

Aspiring Thinkers Network

https://impact.edu.au/professional-networks/aspiring-thinkers

http://indigenous.education.qld.gov.au/school/Pages/solid-pathways.aspx

mailto:peter.ellerton@uq.edu.au
https://critical-thinking.project.uq.edu.au/
https://impact.edu.au/professional-networks/aspiring-thinkers
http://indigenous.education.qld.gov.au/school/Pages/solid-pathways.aspx

	Critical Thinking �The 21st Century Skill
	apen2019@criticalthinking.org.au
	Yes! We are all rational!
	Slide Number 4
	Decision making
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Cognitive bias
	Slide Number 10
	Intuition and the strongest bias of all
	Slide Number 12
	Framing
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Critical thinking
	Slide Number 18
	What critical thinking is not
	What critical thinkers do
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	There is no ‘view from nowhere’
	Critical thinkers seek opportunities to think collaboratively
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27

