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The APEN Board are calling for interested parties to host the 2027 APEN Conference—
‘The heart and soul of APEN’. 
The APEN Board invites interested parties to submit a proposal for an Expression of Interest (EOI) to host the 2027 APEN Conference. The EOI criteria to address are listed on Page 2. The preferred timing of the conference would be between August and November 2027. 

Hosts will have the opportunity to contribute to the design and organisation of a conference tailored to the needs of APEN members. The 2027 APEN Conference will provide an opportunity for APEN members to exchange ideas and experiences among practitioners, researchers, policy makers and others involved in extension and education. 
Once the conference host has been appointed and the location agreed, the hosts will form a conference organising committee with representatives of the APEN Board and Members to finalise the conference theme and plan the conference.

APEN Board’s commitment to the 2027 APEN Conference Organising Committee:
· Support the Professional Conference organisers.
· Provide Board Directors for the Committee.
· Support the Committee to ensure the conference is a success.
· Details of past conferences are available.

EOI assessment criteria 
1. Ability to meet APEN’s professional development and networking goals.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk162349603]Endeavours to attract a critical mass of attendees.
3. Plan for generating a profit of at least $35,000.
4. Ability to attract sponsorship and partnerships (cash and in-kind).
5. Plan for regular communications and reporting to the APEN board before, during and after the Conference.
6. Confidence that the Organising Committee has the experience and commitment to deliver a high standard APEN conference.

Timeline 
EOIs close 				1 June 2026
Successful parties notified		26 June 2026

For further information: 
· Olivia Weatherburn (Chair Professional Development Committee):  Olivia.Weatherburn@beeflambnz.com or +64 27 801 7868
· Noel Ainsworth (President): noel.ainsworth@dpi.qld.gov.au or +61 40 900 3909


EOI submission 
Interested parties are invited to complete and submit a proposal to host the 2027 APEN Conference outlining your responses to the following questions, along with any other relevant information.

Send your proposal to info@apen.org.au by COB 1 June 2026.

Proposal to include:

1. Location Country/region and town/city
2. Timing (including any regional logic for the timing)
3. Suggested theme (to guide its organisation and program)
4. Possible members of the conference organising committee (with the experience and commitment to deliver a high standard APEN conference - remember there will also be APEN Board representatives on this committee)
5. Describe how the conference might work (to deliver professional development and networking). For example, pre-conference workshops, field trips, conference sessions (200 words max)
6. Describe how you will attract a critical mass of attendees while also targeting/appealing to young extension professionals and students (200 words max)
7. Suggestions and strategies to generate a conference profit including the ability to attract cash and in-kind sponsorship and partnerships(200 words max)
8. Describe how you will regularly update the APEN board and respond promptly to any enquiries or requests before, during and after the conference, including the post conference report. (200 words max)
9. Any other relevant information. (200 words max)
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